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Models

• Open Funds

• Focused challenge funds

• Platforms linking demand and supply

Policy

Key considerations



Open Funds





Focused Challenge Funds 



How might we make low-

income urban areas safer 

and more empowering for 

women and girls? 





Platforms linking demand and supply





Policy and regulation



Source: World Bank calculations; World Bank, World Databank, World Development Indicators 

Note: Private debt includes portfolio investment bonds, commercial banks and other lending







Key considerations

• Focus on unlocking mainstream private capital

• Invest government funds in the “valley of death”

• Pathway to scale (public and private)

• Don’t overlook the demand side

• Don’t be afraid to fail, be innovative and take risks!



How ESCAP can support

• Innovative financing policy (Thailand and Philippines)

• Development of National Advisory Boards for Impact

Investing (Republic of Korea)

• Supporting the demand side (Centre for Social

Entrepreneurship – Pakistan)

• Supporting the supply side (Women’s Entrepreneurship

Fund – Pakistan)

• Impact Fund Platforms (Malaysia)
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